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AN ACT to to amend the correction law, in relation to enacting the "Dignity Not
Detention Act".

LAW AND SECTIONS REFERRED TO: Section 2 of the correction law.

THE COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION REPRESENTATION
SUPPORTS THIS LEGISLATION

The Committee on Immigration Representation strongly supports the Dignity Not
Detention Act, legislation that will support New York State’s national leadership in
advancing policies that support and welcome immigrant communities and promote an
end to the inhumane detention of people in immigration proceedings.

The Dignity Not Detention Act

The Dignity Not Detention Act would end contracts between New York localities and
federal immigration enforcement authorities for the purpose of civil immigration
detention. Immigration detention has always been inhumane and harmful, resulting in the
separation of families and the disruption of economies while subjecting people to a loss
of liberty in conditions that undermine human dignity and lack basic healthcare
protections.! During COVID-19, the harm of these facilities was laid bare, as inadequate
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sanitary supplies, insufficient testing, lack of personal protective equipment, and the
impossibility of social distancing in facilities combined with frequent transfers of
infected people by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials between
facilities led to repeated outbreaks that cost lives and promoted the virus’s spread.? Even
now, as rates of infection are going down across New York and the entire country, we are
seeing an increase in COVID-19 positivity rates in immigration detention facilities.®
Deaths in ICE detention have, however, long preceded the COVID-19 pandemic.*

New York’s investment in legal representation and other social services for immigrants
through the Liberty Defense Project and other programs underscore the senselessness of
continued immigration detention. Data shows that nearly all people with legal
representation who gain release from detention appear in immigration court to fight their
cases.® Moreover, these facilities serve to advance extreme racial inequities as they
disproportionately detain Black immigrants and other immigrants of color.®

With the passage of the Dignity Not Detention Act, New York has an opportunity to
prevent its localities from profiting off of these harmful facilities that undermine our
state’s safety, public health, and policy goals.
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